January FDS 2010 Summary
Participants of this year’s Faculty Development Seminar in Scottsdale, Arizona were treated to a variety of educational topics encompassing competency based education, non-cognitive aspects of education as well as personal and professional development. The speakers’ expertise and enthusiasm transported us from ordinary work environments to a world of creative educational initiatives, realistic strategies for teaching in today’s economic climate, and the appreciation of the phenomenal benefit of teaching and learning about women’s health.

The meeting, Learning in Motion: Moving Forward in Women’s Health Education was especially noteworthy for high quality workshop and round table sessions. This led to incredible energy, enthusiasm, and interactive discussions about women’s health education. Practical tips and new tools pertaining to the meeting’s topics were ready for meeting participants to discuss and take home. The beautiful desert setting with sunshine (and a few raindrops) provided opportunities for endless activities or sublime relaxation, and made for an even more memorable experience.

Dr. Eric Holmboe, the Senior Vice President of Quality Research and Academic Affairs at the American Board of Internal Medicine, was the 2010 Martin L. Pernoll, MD Educator and started the meeting by discussing the evolution of competency based medical education in “Acquiring Competence and More: The Era of Competency-based Medical Education.”  He motivated us to think about the future direction of medical education.  Immediately following the opening plenary, using humor and real-life vignettes, Dr. Dan McMurtrie, Chair of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at St. Joseph Mercy Medical Center in Ann Arbor, Michigan shared insights on financial topics key for our students, residents and faculty as they transition roles. His plenary entitled “Integrating Professional, Financial and Business Topics into the Student Curriculum” was especially timely.
An added feature this year was an interactive lunchtime learning session. Dr. Bruce Meyer, Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs, Executive Director for Faculty Practice at UT Southwestern Medical Center answered many questions about professional development and inspired many to seek professional advancement with “ Designing Your Future: Becoming Your Own Career Advocate”.

In Dr. Chescheir’s absence, the President’s breakfast became a lively discussion forum as a panel of educational experts including Dr. Susan Cox, past APGO President and Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center , Dr. J. Mac Ernest, past APGO president and Chair of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Carolinas Medical Center , and Dr. Jim Neutens, Dean of University of Tennessee College of Medicine, along with moderator Dr. Maya Hammoud, current UMEC chair and Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Michigan shared differing perspectives  and answered question on the topic of “Preserving Education Through Tough Financial Times”.  
The next day’s plenary session started with high energy as Dr. Patrice Weiss, Professor and Chair of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Virginia Tech Carillon School of Medicine shared valuable insights on communication styles and behavior modeling in her plenary “ The ABC’s of Emotional Intelligence: From Kindergarten to the Operating Room”. 

The day’s theme of emotional intelligence and life balance continued with Dr. Jonathan Ellerby’s presentation “ Inspired Living: Finding Balance at Work and Home.”  Dr. Ellerby is the Director of Spiritual Programs at the acclaimed Canyon Ranch Resort in Tucson, Arizona and shared his tips for achieving a calmer, more meaningful daily life.
The final plenary by Dr. Kelly Dore, Assistant Professor of Biostatistics at McMaster University resulted from your requests to explore the non-cognitive aspects of the medical school admissions process. In her presentation, “Moving Beyond Medical Knowledge: Application of the Multiple Mini-Interview to Undergraduate and Postgraduate Medical Education” Dr. Dore shared new data on the effectiveness of this process and illustrated its practical use by involving audience members.
The popular breakfast roundtable discussions again led to many lively conversations and valuable networking opportunities. Workshop facilitators and participants shared ideas and best practices during the many workshops that took place each day and gave participants tips and tools to improve their programs back home.  The workshop sessions covered a wide range of educational techniques and topics and provided food for thought as well as invaluable opportunities to explore these topics with the presenters, once again expanding our educational horizons beyond our own institutions. 

Thanks, to all of you for making the 2010 FDS one of the best meetings ever! We also want to congratulate the participants for the resounding support in continuing APGO’s go green effort.  We’re happy to report that APGO saved over 135,000 sheets of paper. The reusable flash drives decreased the need to package and ship materials, and members did their part by recycling badge holders and papers on site.  

Please be sure to save the date for the 2011 APGO Faculty Development Seminar to be held Saturday, January 8– Tuesday, January 11, 2011 at The Ritz-Carlton Amelia Island, Florida. The beautifully renovated resort will be the ideal setting for our meeting “Fueling Your Educational Mission: Time, Tools and Technology”. The meeting will focus on tried-and-true teaching tools, creative strategies for carving out time and resources for educational activities, professional development, and innovation in the learning environment. Please watch for the Call for Abstracts for workshops and roundtables coming soon.  We hope that you will consider sharing your educational expertise with your colleagues by submitting an abstract of your work for what it sure to be another exciting and inspiring APGO event.
